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Abstract : Molasses Spent Wash (MSW) is pollution intensive waste water generated by 

ethanol distilleries. It retains very dark brown colour and severe pungent smell due to the 

presence of water soluble recalcitrant melanoidin pigment. In present laboratory scale study, 

removal of melanoidin from MSW was investigated using different cost effective decolorizing 

agents. The effect of various molasses concentration (10-100% v/v) along with different 
combination of soil, bagasse, jagerry and fly ash was studied to estimate the removal 

efficiency. Results indicate that maximal reduction of colour removal of 85% was achieved by 

using combination of soil and bagasse at molasses concentration of 100% and contact time of 
24 days. 
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